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Rex Reason plays an Air Force 
jet pilot instructor in Regal 
Films’ “Thundering Jets,” now 
showing at the .... Theatre. 


Mat 1A 


SYNOPSIS 


(Not for Publication) 


Captain Steve Morley (Rex 
Reason), a World War II Ace, 
is unhappy with his present as- 
signment as an instructor at the 
Flight Test School at Edwards 
Air Force Base, Continual deni- 
als to his applications for a 
transfer to Test Operations be- 
cause he is such a fine teacher 
make him falsely believe the Air 
Force doesn’t consider him a 
good enough pilot. 

Discouraged and demoralized, 
Steve greets the new class of jet 
pilots with a hostility and sar- 
casm which at once makes them 
dislike him, and one of the stu- 
dents, Major Mike Geron (Buck 
Class), a combat veteran and 
lady charmer, goes after Steve’s 
girl, Susan, (Audrey Dalton). 
Mike wins a date with her after 
Steve’s moodiness causes a quar- 
rel, but he soon realizes he hasn’t 
got a chance with her. Susan is 
deeply in love with Steve and is 
worried about him. 

When one of the best student 
pilots, Murphy (Lee Farr), 
buzzes a farm, he is washed out 
of the school. The other students 
believe Steve responsible and 
now show their dislike for him 
openly. 

On Mike’s final training flight 
with Steve, Mike freezes on the 
stick in one of the steep dives 
and the plane begins a_ wild 
earthbound plunge. Steve stays 
with the plane and manages to 
make a dangerous belly landing. 

Awed by Steve’s courage and 
informed by Susan that he was 
not responsible for dismissing 
Murphy, the students give him a 
rousing surprise party. They tell 
him that if they do a good job in 
Test Operations it will be be- 
cause of him. 

Their words give him a per- 
spective he hasn’t had about his 
job, and he decides to stay on as 
an instructor ... and with Susan. 


(Air Force Feature) 


A firsthand look at one of the most exciting Air Force operations 
in the country is a highlight of Regal Films’ “Thundering Jets,” now 
.. Theatre. Filmed on location at Edwards Air 


showing at the. . 


Exhibitor's Campaign Sheet 


~ THUNDERING JETS” 


A Regalscope Picture 


Released by Twentieth Century-Fox 


Rex Reason and Buck Class survey the operations of one of the new- 
est Air Force planes in “Thundering Jets,” the Regalscope picture 
opening ....at the.... Theatre. Audrey Dalton also stars in the 
Twentieth Century-Fox release. Mat 2A 


(Audrey Dalton) 


The life of the American jet 
test pilot in maintaining a strong 
air defense is certainly a trying 
one. But the activities of these 
aerial daredevils has an almost 
equally trying effect on their 
wives, sweethearts and family 
every time they streak skyward. 
This is partially brought out in 
a new Regalscope production, 
“Thundering Jets,” filmed on lo- 
cation at Edwards Air Force 
Base and now showing at the 
.... Theatre. 

In this Twentieth Century-Fox 
release, Rex Reason stars as a 
test flight instructor for the Air 
Force who supervises a group of 
student pilots in the classroom 
and accompanies them on a series 
of aerial maneuvers, a vital part 
of their training program. Aud- 
rey Dalton, as his sweetheart, 
shares the pressure that is a con- 


stant companion to everything 
her flier fiance does. The lovely, 
young, dark-haired beauty, whose 
versatility is reflected in the var- 
ious screen roles she has por- 
trayed, does an admirable and 
convincing job as the girl whose 
heart skips a beat every time the 
instructor takes to the wild blue 
yonder. 


(Advance) 


“Thundering Jets,” a film as topical and exciting as to- 
day’s headlines, with an added peek at tomorrow in space, 


will have its local debut .... at © 


the .... Theatre. 

This story of the daring space 
raiders of the U.S. Air Force, 
produced by Jack Leewood for 
Regal Films and released by 
Twentieth Century-Fox, stars 
Rex Reason, Dick Foran, Audrey 
Dalton, Barry Coe, Buck Class, 
Robert Dix and the men of the 
United States Air Force. 

Filmed in Regalscope on loca- 
tion at Edwards Air Force Base, 
home of the Air Force Flight 
Test Center and the Air Re- 
search and Development Com- 
mand, “Thundering Jets” takes 
an authentic behind-the-scenes 
look at the daring young men 
who are pushing back the space 
frontiers faster than the speed 
of sound in the race for air 
supremacy. 

The film’s plot centers around 
Rex Reason, a flying hero of 
World War II, who dislikes his 
present assignment as an in- 
structor at the Flight Test 
School. A man of courage and 
action, he wants to be a test pilot, 
and as he tutors one great flier 
after another to go on to the 
glory of making air history, he 
becomes increasingly bitter and 
disappointed with himself, until 
he realizes the true value of his 
work and its importance to the 
men who daily risk their lives. 


Force Base in the Mojave Desert in California, this Twentieth 
Century-Fox release gives a behind-the-scenes view of the rigorous 
training and screening that is involved in the making of a test pilot. 

Edwards is the home of many top pilots who test all experimental 
and production aircraft for military use. The fact that pilots can 
land on the dead level surface of the dry lake at Edwards has saved 
countless lives and millions of dollars worth of equipment as Amer- 
ica’s greatest fliers constantly push back the barriers of space and 
speed in the daring, dangerous and urgent race for air supremacy. 

Not only does the Air Force train test pilots at Edwards, but it 
also tests new planes, has an expanded guided missile and research 
and testing program. 

“Thundering Jets,” a Regalscope production, stars Rex Reason, 
Dick Foran, Audrey Dalton, Barry Coe, Buck Class, Robert Dix and 
the men of the United States Air Force. It was produced by Jack 
Leewood and directed by actor Helmut Dantine, who makes his di- 
rectorial debut with this film. 


Audrey Dalton and Rex Reason provide the romantic interest in 
“Thundering Jets,” the new Air Force drama now showing at the 
..-. Theatre. It is a Regal Films production released by Twentieth 
Century-Fox. Mat 2B 


In the course of his readjust- 
ment, he not only alienates his 
student pilots but the affection 
of his sweetheart, played by 
Audrey Dalton. 

“Thundering Jets” also fea- 
tures many thrilling scenes of 
test flights at the Air Force Base 
and audiences will see some of 
the new jets that are now in vari- 
ous testing stages. The film 
marks the directorial debut of 
actor Helmut Dantine, who also 
served as associate producer on 
the project. James Landis wrote 
the screenplay for this thrilling 
story. 


(Rex Reason) 


A three-way conflict in the life 
of an Air Force instructor pro- 
vides the motivating factor of 
Regal Films’ “Thundering Jets,” 
the new Regalscope production 
opening....atthe.... Theatre. 
As the troubled instructor, Rex 
Reason, who stars with Dick 
Foran, Audrey Dalton, Barry 
Coe, Buck Class and Robert Dix 
in the Twentieth Century-Fox 
release, sees a similarity in con- 
flicts with his own rise to screen 
stardom. 

In “Thundering Jets,” filmed 
at Edwards Air Force Base, Rea- 
son plays a World War II Ace 
who is ready to quit his job as 
test pilot instructor because he 
wants to be a jet test pilot him- 
self. The three-way conflict— 
with the Air Force, with his girl, 
and with his rival for the girl’s 
affections, is resolved through a 
spectacular heroic climax to the 
film in which Reason emerges 
into maturity and regains his 
own self-respect. 

In the course of his screen ca- 
reer Rex Reason was also faced 
with an inner conflict which he 
has been able to resolve equally 
well. For several years he played 
villain roles and remained a 
comparative unknown. Finally, 
he had to make a choice between 
asserting his beliefs or succumb- 
ing to the beckoning finger of 
Hollywood’s type-caster. He de- 
cided on the former and insisted 
on switching to more varied roles 
which would afford him a better 
opportunity to display his ver- 
satile acting talents. The deci- 
sion has paid off handsomely 
for the six-foot, three-inch actor, 
who was born in Berlin, Ger- 
many. He has since starred in 
many major motion pictures, 
among them the recent “Under 
Fire,” “Band of Angels” and 
“Raw Edge.” 


EXPLOITATION 


Air Force Tie-In 


The numerous documentary-type scenes of the latest in Air Force equipment, which 
are shown to good advantage in “Thundering Jets,’’ makes this an excellent 
picture to tie in with your local U.S. Air Force recruiting station. They will be 
happy to co-operate with you on any promotional activities for your mutua! 
benefit. Any nearby Air Force base may also want to participate in a special 
performance, complete with military band and color-guard, one night during 
your engagement. 


Model Contest 


The kids in your town will be an important segment of your audience for this 
film, so arrange with a local hobby shop for a contest open to kids between the 
ages of 8-15 years for the best models of jet planes. This is still one of the 
favorite pastimes for these kids and they will be anxious to participate. Make 
arrangements to display these model planes in your lobby and award appro- 
priate prizes to the best entries. 


Special Matinee 


In connection with the model airplane contest, hold a special matinee perform- 
ance of the picture for the kids in your town, You may be able to arrange a free 
giveaway with a local novelty or toy company for a plastic model of a jet plane 
as an added inducement to attend your engagement. 


Letter Contest 


“Why | want to be a Jet Pilot’? may be an appropriate peg for a letter writing 
contest aimed at the youngsters in your area. The English Department at local 
schools may want to participate in encouraging essays on the subject, too. Free 
tickets to your “Thundering Jets’’ playdate will suffice as prizes for the best 
letters or essays, 


Newspaper Plant 


Make a special effort to visit the editor of the community's leading newspaper 
to promote placement on the movie page of feature material announcing 
“Thundering Jets’’ as an authentic look at Air Force testing operations now 
going on at Edwards, the key Air Force base. 


Film-Keyed 
Sheet Music 


Robbins Music Corporation has pub- 
lished the sheet music for ‘‘Blast-Off 
—tThe Song of the Jet Command,” 


which is featured in ‘“'Thundering 


Jets."’ The full-color cover is devoted 
to the picture and serves as an ex- 
cellent selling aid for your playdate 
campaign, Arrange window and in- 


store displays at local music shops. 
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A new breed of pilots 
blasts off into 
Excitement Beyond 
Human Bounds of 
Time and Space! 


starring 
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BARRY BUCK ROBERT 
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and THE MEN OF THE UNITED STATES AIR FORGE 
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Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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